A SPIRITUAL BATTLE

Reading: Psalm 72
Text: Ephesians 6:10-13
Theme: In our spiritual battle against the forces of evil you must be strong in the Lord and put on the armour he provides.
Purpose: To alert you to the serious spiritual battle that faces Christians and to encourage you with the strength of God and his armour.

There are a number of battles going on in the world today (mention some…). Some of these have being going on for some time. They are prolonged and serious battles fought against cruel and vicious enemies. Various countries, including NZ, have sent troops to these war zones. The soldiers sent there are highly trained and well armed. They need to be well equipped to survive in those conditions.

In this passage we have read about another battle that is going on. It is a warfare going on all over the world on a scale much larger, much bigger than you may realise.  But it is also a personal battle for every Christian, for every one of us who professes to believe in Jesus. 

Since we are involved in this conflict we need to know what is going on. We will consider:
1. Our Enemy
2. Our Strength
3. Our Defence

1. OUR ENEMY

One of the most important aspects of fighting a battle is to know your enemy. Governments and armies spend a lot of time and money on counter-intelligence – on spying out the enemy to work out what they are up against and to figure out their strengths and weaknesses. Who is our enemy?  

In verse 12 we read, “our struggle is not against flesh and blood”. 

Some people think that flesh and blood battles are the only ones being fought. They are materialists, which means they only believe in the material or physical world – what can be seen and felt and touched. They don’t believe in a spiritual world; they don’t believe in a supernatural God or in Satan. This worldview of materialism is not as popular as it used to be 50 years ago, but there are still many people who hold it.
But the battle we are fighting is not like the wars being fought in various countries today. It is not fought with tanks and grenades, or with rocket launchers and machineguns. It is not a battle against men armed with knives and guns. 

We are fighting against “the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (vs 12)

Paul uses these phrases to describe the evil angels, the evil spirits. You can’t see them because they are spirits; they have no physical body or shape, but they are real, and they are our enemies. Just as there are good angels, so too there are evil angels. 

The leader of these evil forces is the devil.
A survey conducted in the USA in 2000AD found that 45% of Christians regarded the devil as only a symbol of evil rather than an actual being. But the Bible describes Satan as an actual being, an evil spirit, the head of the forces of darkness.

The Greek word for the devil is diabolos, which gives us our English word, diabolical, which means “of the devil”. The Greek word means slanderer or deceiver, and that is an accurate description of Satan. He is the father of lies and he was a liar from the beginning. You can’t trust him. 

These spiritual forces of evil are out to get us. They are utterly opposed to Christ, to Christians and to the church. They want to destroy us and to draw us away from God. 
Satan himself goes around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1 Pet 5:8)
Don’t underestimate his power. Sometimes you will hear Christians and non-Christians joking about Satan, or making a joke about hell. Never do that. Take the devil seriously. Never be flippant or light-hearted about “the powers of this dark world”. 
Peter tells is that “even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful (than the evil angels), do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings.” (2 Peter 2:11) 
Jude tells us that even the archangel Michael did not bring a slanderous accusation against the devil (Jude 9). If the angels of God who are very powerful are careful how much more should we be cautious.

We need much care and caution because of the devil’s schemes, mentioned at the end of verse 11. 

Satan is sly and devious and full of cunning. He will use every trick in the book, including every dirty one, to try to destroy your faith and to wreck the church. 

He is out to ruin pastors, elders, deacons, Christian teachers and politicians.
He rejoices when he can bring about the failure of another Christian marriage. 
He rubs his hands when members of the church argue and bicker with each other. 
He is delighted when he hears believers gossiping and slandering each other.
He is laughing all the way to hell when he sees Christian schools that are ineffective or troubled by conflict. 
He smiles to himself when he sees believers who put their faith in a water-tight compartment so that what they believe has no influence over the rest of their lives.

He will use every evil scheme to make us apathetic, or lazy, or indifferent, or cynical.
In his wicked work he will distort the truth in order to lead people into heresy and error, or to draw people into the sects and cults; anything to ravage the church and devastate believers. 

So you need to be alert to his schemes. Satan will seek to tempt you when you are off your guard, unprepared, when you are least expecting it. He may come when you are very tired, or out of routine, or far away from home, or he may come against you immediately after a time of great blessing.
Paul wrote to the church in Corinth; “we are not ignorant of his schemes” (2 Cor 2:11) and warned them that Satan himself “masquerades as an angel of light”. (2 Cor 11:14) Beware of the enemy - Satan and his evil angels and all their schemes.  

2. Secondly we consider OUR STRENGTH in this battle. Verse 10 reads; “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”

In ourselves we are very weak - too weak to hold our own, even for a moment. We are only human and we cannot fight against these powerful spiritual forces in our own strength.

We must be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power!
Paul drew on the most powerful words he could find to describe the majesty and might of the Lord. Jesus can sustain us because he is all-powerful. 
That power was most evident in the death and resurrection of Jesus. In his death he "disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross" (Cols 2:15). And in his resurrection he was declared to be the Son of God with power. 
That confirmed his victory over sin and death, as well as over Satan and his spirits. 

Let's remember this in our fight against evil. The Lord Jesus is all powerful. He is in control. We don't believe in dualism, which is the view that good and evil are two equal and opposite forces. No, powerful as Satan is, this is not a battle of equals. Jesus Christ defeated Satan at his first coming, and Jesus will finish the battle when he comes again. Then he will utterly destroy the forces of darkness and the devil will be thrown into the lake of burning sulphur (Rev 20:10). 

So be strong "in the Lord". Rely on him. 
We express that in our hymns:
“We trust in thee, our shield and our defender
We go not forth alone against the foe,
Strong in thy strength, safe in thy keeping tender, we trust in thee and in thy name we go.”

When we are weak and are utterly dependant on the Lord, then we are strong, in his strength. 
The Apostle Paul wrote; "I can do all things through him who gives me the strength" (Phil 4:13). 
He knew that the Lord had stood by him and strengthened him (2 Tim 4:17); and so he urged Timothy; "be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim 2:1). 

You and I must do the same. A knowledge of our enemy could fill us with fear. We could become frightened and anxious. But that would be a wrong response. 
The God who is with us is greater than those who are against us. You can be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. You can be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power!  

3. And not only do we find our strength in him, he also supplies us, thirdly, with ARMOUR for the battle. 

Verse 11: “Put on the full armour of God so you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”

Notice that this is the armour of God. 
Fighting Satan with our own armour would be like fighting a tank division with a cardboard shield and a water pistol! 
You must fight fire with fire; you fight spiritual forces with spiritual power; you do battle with Satan equipped with the armour of God. "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds." (2 Cor 10:4).

Notice also that this is the full armour of God. “Full armour” translates the one Greek word “panoplian”. It described the armour of a heavily armed soldier who was well protected. This gives us our English word panoply, which means a complete suit of armour. The following verses go on to describe the various pieces of this armour. 

“Put on the full armour of God” is a command. 
You need to do something. You need to put on this armour. There is a battle going on. You can't sit back in the barracks playing cards and lying in your bunk. It is not enough to attend the church services and do nothing else. There is a mighty conflict going on and you are needed, you need to be there, at the front. 

An old hymn of the church asks; 
“Must I be carried to the skies,
on flowery beds of ease,
while others fought to win the prize,
and sailed through bloody seas?" 
Since I must fight if I would reign
increase my courage Lord;
I'll bear the toil, endure the pain,
supported by thy word." (P.H. 465)

Paul repeated this command in verse 13….
He used a different Greek word for “put on” better translated as “take up”. It was a technical military term that described the final preparation before battle. There is urgency in this verse. 

“The day of evil” is coming and you need to be ready. “The day of evil” refers to times of trial and temptation. When Satan had finished tempting our Lord in the desert “he left him for an opportune time.” (Luke 4:13) Satan is doing the same to us; he is always on the lookout for any sign of weakness, an opportune time to attack us. It could be in a time of ill-health, or pressure of work, or persecution, or trouble in your marriage or family or personal life. 
The way to be ready when the day of evil comes is to put on the full armour of God. Then you will “be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” (vs 13)

He uses a different word for “stand” than he did in verse 11. It means to resist or to withstand an attack, to hold your position. 
When Jesus came into this world he waged an offensive war against Satan and defeated him. Since then he has been putting his enemies under his feet; he has been extending his kingdom. 
It is your task and mine to stand with him and to hold our position, to maintain what has been won, to hold our ground. 
Remember that we are fighting from a position of strength. Christ has conquered, and “we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”!(Rom 8:37)

We are fighting against a powerful enemy who has many evil schemes that are aimed at us and at the church of Christ.
But we can be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
And we can be well armed against the attacks of Satan and his evil angels.
With that strength and that armour you will be able to hold your position in the battle, stand firm in the place the Lord has assigned to you, fight the good fight, finish the race, maintain the faith. 
Hear the call to battle!

“Onward Christian Soldiers, Marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus, going on before”! 

Amen

